


Vermont has a child care challenge. Statewide, 77% of infants and toddlers likely to need child care 
don’t have access to high-quality (4- or 5-star) programs and 51% don’t have access to any regulated 
child care programs. Vermont families and child care providers need our support to strengthen resourc-
es for our early care and learning programs.

HOW DO WE DEFINE INFANTS & TODDLERS?

Vermont’s Child Care Challenge        THE NUTS AND BOLTS

TAKE ACTION!
Read the full report on access to high-quality child care for infants and toddlers      
statewide at letsgrowkids.org/stalled-start.

Contact your Let’s Grow Kids field manager to get involved in the campaign: Natalie 
Glynn, natalie@letsgrowkids.org.

Sign the Petition at letsgrowkids.org to increase public investments in 
high-quality, a�ordable child care to ensure every Vermont child has a strong start. 

letsgrowkids.org2018 Fact Sheet

 

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY HIGH-QUALITY CHILD CARE?

High-quality early care and learning programs are staffed by 
consistent, nurturing caregivers educated in early childhood 
learning and development. In addition to keeping children 
safe, high-quality programs offer a clean, cheerful environ-
ment with outdoor space, and include play-based activities 
that enrich and promote learning and development, prepar-
ing children for success in school, relationships and life.

► 

► 

► 

In Vermont, regulated child care programs can participate in the state’s voluntary quality recognition 
and improvement system, called STARS (Step Ahead Recognition System). Within STARS, child care 
programs can receive a quality recognition level of 1 to 5 stars. This report refers to programs that have 
achieved 4- and 5-star recognition levels as high-quality because these levels have been identified in 
legislation, by partner organizations and in the work of Vermont’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Financ-
ing High Quality, Affordable Child Care as targets for quality.

Earning stars takes time and there are many quality child care programs in Vermont committed to con-
tinuous improvement that have not yet achieved a 4- or 5-star rating. We want to acknowledge these 
programs and note that this level of detail is not reflected in this particular report. More information 
about regulated child care programs in Vermont can be found at www.brightfutures.dcf.state.vt.us. 

Based on state definitions, “infants” are children ages 6 weeks 
old to 23 months old and “toddlers” are children ages 24 
months old (2 years) to 35 months old (almost 3 years). 


